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of Canada's Vancouver Island, photo: 
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Photo opposite page:   Pachena Bay at the 
North trail-head of the West Coast Trail.
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View from the Rix Centre for Ocean Discoveries

Opening Night, MBTS Inaugural Season, July, 2006
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a  letter  from 

Hon. Iona V. Campagnolo, PC OC, OBC

Honourary MBTS Director

MUSIC BY THE SEA IN 2009



 Thursday, July 10th, 2008

Day One:  Arrival in Bamfield.
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The arrival
Artists arrive on Thursday July 10th.  Seen on the dock at the Bamfield Marines Sciences 
Centre,  ( BMSC), waiting to be transported by water taxi across Bamfield Inlet are from left 
to right, Ian McDougall, trombone (Victoria), Keith MacLeod, clarinet, (Victoria), Nan 
Hughes, soprano, (Banff), Chenoa Anderson, flute, (New Brunswick), Marc Ryser, piano, 
(Boston), Aidan Pendleton, viola, (Netherlands), Shih-Lin Chen, cello, Borealis String 
Quartet, (Vancouver), Adrian Anantawan, violin (Toronto), Yuel Yawney, 2nd violin, Borealis 
String Quartet, Michiko Singh, French Horn, (Hawaii), John Stetch, piano (Ithaca New York).                                  

Members of the residency not present in photo:        Michael Bates, bass, (New York City), 
Nino DiPasquale, drums, (Vancouver), Patricia Shih and Nikita Pogrebnoy, 1st violin and 
viola for Borealis, Bridget MacRae, cello, (Munich), Jan Smith, soprano, (Toronto), Michael 
Waters, guitar, (Victoria), founding MBTS Director,  Christopher Donison, piano/composer 
(Victoria).



   

THE PAINTED CURTAIN

This tapestry tells the history of the Huu-ay-aht people and was told by Uncle 
Ben from Port Alberni in their native language and translated by Chief Robert 
Dennis.
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Clifford Nookemus and Cheif Robert Dennis 

enjoying a lighter moment

PHOTO: LAURA DAFOE

  

FOOD FOR A KING

seafood so fresh it might swim away
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Opening Night
the crowd assembles

After the opening french horn in a rowboat/ Canadian Coast Guard cannon, siren & flare / 
percussion on the shore  fanfares, Michiko Singh performs a traditional Hawaiin Conch 
Shell fanfare in all four directions of the compass. Following welcoming remarks and 
acknowlegements by founding MBTS Executive Artistic Director Christopher Donison, a 
stunning range of music is presented in two sessions ranging from the Poulenc Flute and 
Piano Sonata, (Chenoa Anderson and Marc Ryser), a Beethoven string quartet  (Borealis 
String Quartet), solo violin (Adrian Ananatawan, Debussy), selections from the great 
American songbook ( Nan Hughes & Jan Smith, sopranos, accompanied by C.Donison), 
an arrangement of a Gerswhin song for trombone, voice, and piano, the Kegelstatt Mozart 
trio for clarinet, viola, and piano, (Keith MacLeod,clarinet, Marc Ryser,piano, and Aidan 
Pendleton, viola,  solo jazz composition by John Stetch, and jazz ensemble selections 
including Ian McDougall trombone, Michael Bates, bass, Nino DiPasquale, drums, and 
John Stetch, piano.   An outrageous smorgesborg of music ended with an encore with 
both Donison and Stetch at the piano with the rest of the ensemble in a rendition of Duke 
Ellington's Take the "A" Train. Still to arrive in Bamfield:  Bridget MacRae, cello, (Munich), 
Michael Waters, guitar, (Victoria)



   

Ready To Start

Stephen Clarke of Bamfield waves to camera while pre-concert drinks are 
consumed.
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THE JAZZ really begins

Full-out swinging jazz:  Ian McDougall, trombone,  John Stetch, piano, Michael 
Bates, bass, and Nino DiPasquale, drums. The sunset continues to astound....
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Sunday matinee, July 13th

JOHN STETCH SOLO JAZZ PIANO

The very next afternoon John Stetch mesmerizes the audience 
with his unique and virtuosic solo jazz piano  compositions.
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Aidan Pendleton

Aidan Pendleton, viola, (Netherlands) playing Schubert: 
Sonata in A minor
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Sunday matinee, July 13th

Nan Huges, soprano,  sings Faure´ songs.

...accompanied by Marc Ryser, piano
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Sunday July 13th   8:30 PM

Bridget MacRae arrives from Munich..

...only to rehearse Ravel songs and the Brahms E minor cello 
sonata the very next day for the performance that evening.
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An intrigued audience

Keith MacLeod leads the session with the audience.
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MBTS workshops
 
•     "Opening the Creative Floodgates" Music Performance and Presentation:

At the House of Huu-ay-aht on July 16th at 7:00 PM:!  Michael Waters performed his 
unique approach to guitar music and discussed spirit and creativity,!and the techniques 
and experiences that led to his extraordinary wave of virtuoso composition following 33 
years of preparation. Audience participation in the discussion that followed was 
extraordinary.

•   "Music and Gesture"  Marc Ryser delivered this thought provoking performance/lecture 
at the Rix Centre on Thursday July 17th at 7:00 PM.  He describes:

"Gesture...'What a lovely gesture'..... In dance,   In oratory,  In writing,   In acting, 
In calligraphy,   In sculpture,  In yoga,  In painting, In poetry,  In music,
Gesture is the unifying idea across all art forms, more basic even than time, space, shape, 
and rhythm."
Marc gave examples in musical performance, as a provocation to a lively discussion with 
the audience...      Marc serves as MBTS Artistic Advisor for Chamber Music



Marc R & Nick

Marc Ryser — "Music & Gesture"
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M waters 1

Michael Waters — "Opening the Creative Flood Gates"
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  Wednesday, July 15th
• Bamfielder Joe Cooper led a guided tour of the northern end of the West Coast Trail for 
MBTS artists, staff, and volunteers. The stunning environment of Vancouver Island's 
westcoast is the key inspiration for MBTS to be located in Bamfield. A residency without 
providing a chance for immersion in that environment would be a great oversight.

• The Huu-ay-aht First Nation provided dugout canoe tours which were breathtakingly 
beautiful.

• Michael Waters' evening workshop in the House of Huu-ay-aht proved enlightening and 
stimulating.

• MBTS artists held a symposium and made the 'case' for MBTS in Bamfield.



  

HIKING

Bamfielder Joe Cooper leads the hike from Pachena beach to the north 
trailhead of the West Coast Trail in the Pacific Rim National Park.
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Adrian Anantawan on the ladder.   

Adrian Anantawan on one of the famous West Coast Trail 
ladders.
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CHENOA  ANDERSON

MBTS Artists paddled this traditional dugout canoe on the Pachena River.
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Whales off the mouth of Bamfield Inlet

Whales are a prominent feature of the marine life off of the West Coast of 
Vancouver Island.  Occasionally they appear right in Bamfield Inlet itself.
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The final concerts. Magic, standing ovations. 

On Saturday evening the sun begins to set just over the trees in West 
Bamfield on the other side of the inlet across from the Rix Centre.
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Music by the Sea
International Music School & Festival at Bamfield B.C.
Christopher Donison, Executive Artistic Director

Office location:
3725 Cadboro Ba y Road
Victoria, BC, V8P 5E2

Contact:

250-888-7772
fax: 250-388-5753
musicbythesea.ca
cdonison@islandnet.com

   

  



The view from the Rix Centre

The incomparable beauty of the Pacific serves as backdrop to the stage — 
both day and night! 
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FOUNDING PATRONS
($25,000 or more)
The Rix Family Foundation

FOUNDING DONORS
( from $10,000 - $25,000 )
The Robin & Florence Filberg Fund (admin: Vancouver Foundation)

FOUNDING CONTRIBUTORS
(from $1,000 - $10,000)
Shelagh Tucker, Seattle,Washington, U.S.A.
Valerie and Howard Smith, Victoria B.C.
Susann Devere Hunt
Saturna Island, B.C.
Jane Danzo, Victoria B.C.
Paul and Tracey Thomas
Victoria, BC
Anonymous
Bamfield, BC

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
All of our volunteers, sponsors, and audiences. And to all of our artists who
have lavished their talents on Music by the Sea 2008.

And to the Music by the Sea Society Board of Directors:

HONOURARY CHAIR
D.B. Rix  BA,MD, FRCP (CAD) FACP, DSc.(Hon),
Hon Dipl. BCIT, Chairman, Lifelabs Laboratory Services,
Burnaby, BC
HONOURARY DIRECTOR
The Honourable Iona V. Campagnolo,
PC, CM,OBC
Peter DeHoog
Victoria, BC, President
Michael Frey
Victoria, BC, Secretary
Lynn Gordon-Findlay
Victoria, BC, Director.
Dr. Andrew Spencer
Parksville, BC, Vice President
Clay Evans
Bamfield, BC, Director,
Dr. Gordon Dafoe
Victoria, BC, Director
Siamak Sanati, 
Victoria, BC ,  Treasurer

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
David McCormick, Port Alberni, BC
Alberni Clayoquot  Regional District
Stefan Ochman, Bamfield, BC
Chief Robert Dennis, Huu-ay-aht First Nation
Connie Nookemus, Huu-ay-aht First Nation
Tina Charles, Huu-ay-aht First Nation
The Huu-ay-aht First Nation
BC 150 Celebrations
The Bamfield Beacon
The Netloft, Bamfield, BC
Bamfield Community School
David Stewart, Bamfield, BC
The Seaway Express, Ucluelet, BC
Mark Kelly, Bamfield BC,  Bamfield Volunteer Fire Department
Paradise Water Taxi, Bamfield, BC
Canadian Coast  Guard
National Car & Truck Rentals
Lynne Huras, Banff, Alberta
Jorie Adams, Banff, Alberta
Marc Ryser, Boston, U.S.A.
Nicholas Jacques, Vancouver BC
Martha & Lance Woolaver, Banff, Alberta
Tom & Isobel Rolston,  Banff, Alberta
Rosemary and Wes Donison, Victoria, BC
Sue and Kevin Whelan, Victoria, BC
Dr. John Shandro, Victoria, BC
Kevin Doyle, Victoria, BC
Heather and Joe Cooper, Bamfield, BC
Stephen and Nancy Clarke, Bamfield, BC
Heather Washburn, Port Alberni, BC
Linda and Larry Myres,  Bamfield, BC 
Lynne and Rick Sweeting, Abbotsford, BC
Joe and Jill Sladen, Vancouver, BC
Ed and Agatha Friesen,  Bamfield, BC
Val and Howard Smith, Victoria, BC
Dr. A. Richard Palmer, Bamfield, BC
Rae & Dr. Dale Benham, Bamfield, BC
Louis Druel and Rae Hopkins, Bamfield, BC
Al & Sheila Chambers, Bamfield, BC
Michael Moore, Victoria, BC
Burton Amos, Vancouver, BC
Victoria Suzuki  Piano
The Honourable Pat Carney, PC, Senator (Ret.),  Saturna Island, BC
Barbara McDougall, Victoria, BC
Music by the Sea is a registered non-profit society under the SOCIETY ACT of British Columbia and is a 
registered charity under the  INCOME TAX ACT of Canada.



       

THANK YOU TO OUR 2008 SPONSORS

...from the inside panels of our MBTS 2008 brochure

DESIGN : SHORT CREATIVE



   

  

...the outside panels of our MBTS 2008 bochure

DESIGN: SHORT CREATIVE





Music by the Sea 2008 

The Performance Residency


